Dignityzand-Divinity

The Status of Women‘inidslam
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Islam introduced comprehensive rights for
women more than fourteen centuries ago,
at a time when many societies denied them
dignity, justice, and independence.
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Long before modern discussions about
women's rights, Islam recognized women as
honored members of society with spiritual,
social, educational, and economic rights.

Contrary to many common misconceptions,
Islamic teachings emphasize respect, justice,
and compassion toward women while
recognizing the unique roles and
responsibilities of both men and women.
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Islam teaches that men and women are equal in their
humanity and equally accountable before Allah.

{fInd for women are rights similar to
those over them according to what ?%

X

ts reasconable. (Qur'an 2:228)

Both men and women were created from the same origin and are equally capable of
attaining righteousness and closeness to Allah. Superiority in Islam is not based
on gender, race, or social status, but on faith and piety.
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Every individual is responsible for his or her own actions. Men and
women worship Allah in the same way, follow the same guidance,
and are judged according to the same standards.

‘Never will 1 allow the fllah has promised the
work of any worker believing men and believing
among you to be loat, women gardena beneath
whether male or female; which rwers jlow and the
you are of one another.” pleasure of flllah is greater.
That i the supreme success.”
(Qur'an 3:195) (Qur'an 9:72)
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Seeking knowledge is a duty for every Muslim.

i

" The Prophet Muhammad (peace and
bleasings be upoen him) encouraged both men
and women to pursue education, saying:
“Seeking knowledge is obligatory
upon every Muslim.”

Throughout Islamic history, many women became
respected scholars, teachers, and narrators of
prophetic traditions. Among the most well-known
was Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), whose
knowledge benefited generations of Muslims.
Islam recognizes education as a right that
enables women to contribute positively to their

families and communities. |
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Islam grants women the right to choose their
marriage partner and prohibits forced marriage.

‘During the lifetime of ‘Prophet Muhammad (peace
and bleasinga be upon him), a woman complained that
her father had married her without her consent. ‘The
‘Prophet gave her the choice of continuing or canceling
the marriage, demonstrating that a woman’s approval ia
an easential condition for a valid marriage.

Any cultural practice that forces women into
marriage contradicts Islamic teachings.
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Islam acknowledges that men and women have
equal value before Allah while recognizing that
they may have different responsibilities. These
differences are not intended to imply superiority
or inferiority but rather reflect complementary
roles within the family and society.

* “find the male is not like the female.”

(Qur'an 3:36) Allah also reminds humanity:
“Does not He who created know? find He is
\Ifua Moot Kind, the {Al-fAware.” (Qur'an 67:]4)/_

Islam teaches that the Creator, who knows His
. creation perfectly, has assigned responsibilities
. that best suit human nature. .
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The family is the foundation of a healthy society. Islam
encourages cooperation, mutual respect, and shared
responsibility between husband and wife. The husband is
responsible for providing and protecting the family, while
both spouses work together to build a stable home based
on love, trust, and mercy.

‘They are clothing for you, and you

are clothing for them.” (Qur’an 2:187)

This verse reflects the closeness, protection, comfort, and
support that spouses should provide for one another.
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Marriage in Islam is built upon affection, compassion, and mutual care.

Allah says: "And among His signs is that He created

for you spouses from among yourselves that you may

find tranquility in them; and He placed between you
affection and mercy." (Qur'an 30:21)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) demonstrated this

principle throughout his life. He treated his wives with kindness, assisted them

with household responsibilities, and emphasized that the best people are those

who are best to their families. His example established compassion and respect
as the foundation of marital life.

it e P S SRS s

chat&decidelatina




The end and evenhars of
Islam gives mothers a position of exceptional honor.

The Qur'an reminds believers of the sacrifices made by mothers:

An0‘We bave enjoined upon man {;
Rindness to bis parents. ovthemwnass  }

parents. His mother carried bim with bardship §)
and gave birth to bim with hardship.

2’ (Qur'an 46:15)
U
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Likewise, daughters are regarded as
a blessing rather than a burden.

—4——

The ‘Pro% et Mubammad (peace al)a
~ blessings be upon him) promised great

‘ reward Jor those who raise their daughters ’
- with Iove care, ano ngbteousness.

——————

These teachings transformed attitudes
toward girls at a time when many

societies viewed them as inferior.
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Many practices that are wrongly attributed to Islam
are, in reality, cultural customs that contradict
its authentic teachings.

‘Wrongly Attributed
Cultural Customs

Authentic Islamic
Teachings

Spiritual equality and Viewing women as
equal reward. inferior or secondary.
Seeklng knowledge IS Denying or restricting
obligatory for all. educational access.
Woman's approval is an Forced marriages
essential condition. without consent.
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The Qur'an summarizes the honor granted
to both believing men and women:

“Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women,
the believing men and believing women,
the obedient men and obedient women,
the truthjul men and truthful women,
the patient men ang patient women,
the humble men and bumble women...
Allab bas pred)area Jor them gorgivencss

ano a great rewaro.”
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Islam elevated the status of women by
granting them rights to education, property,
marriage, dignity, and spiritual equality long
before many of these rights were recognized

elsewhere. It established justice, mutual
respect, and compassion as the foundation of
family and society.

Islam views women not as inferior or secondary,

but as respected, honored, and cherished
members of humanity whose rights and dignity
| are protected by divine guidance.
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